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In Memorial…. 
On September 24th the Care Cottage staff and mem-

bers of the community came together in honor of Dr. 

Ronald Collier to dedicate a bench in his memory. Dr. Ronald Collier 

(7/10/39-7/26/2020) was  a pediatrician for 49 years. During this time, Dr. 

Ronald Collier also served as the Care Cottage physician providing forensic 

medical exams from 2011-2017.  Even though the children of the Care Cot-

tage had endured much trauma and were scared, Dr. Collier could always 

put even the most anxious child at ease. Dr. Collier was often described as  

a giant hug wearing a tie and he exuberated genuineness and a caring atti-

tude towards everyone he met. We honored the memory of Dr. Collier, 

who dedicated his life to caring for children by placing a bench on the Care 

Cottage porch, so that everyone, who enters the Care Cottage, can be re-

minded that Dr. Ronald N. Collier served as the Care Cottage physician and 

was a hero to children. 

 

One of the founding members of the Care Cottage, Ms. Anne Gilbert 

(7/27/42-8/6/2020) also passed this year. Anne Gilbert, along with Steve 

Tackett and many others, had the vision of the Care Cottage, a place 

where children of abuse could come and get the services they needed. 

Anne possessed a spirited drive and “change the 

world” attitude that helped bring the Care Cot-

tage into existence. Anne leaves behind a legacy 

of hope and healing for abused children in our 

region. Postponed due to COVID, the 1st Annual 

Anne Gilbert Memorial Luncheon will be held in 

2021.  

 



Services offered 

Our services for child 
victims of sexual abuse 
include:  

 Forensic Interviews 

 Medical Exams 

 Advocacy 

 Counseling 

 Community Educa-
tion 

 

 

Our referrals come   
directly from Law          

Enforcement and Social 
Services.  

 

Care Cottage Mission: 

The mission of the Ken-
tucky River Child Advocacy 
Center is to provide a com-
fortable, safe environment 
where children who have 
victims of sexual abuse and 
their non-offending caregiv-
ers  may receive services 
from  each agency involved 
in the investigation and 
prosecution of these cases. 
We strive to provide a loca-
tion where investigations 
may be preformed in as 
timely manner as possible 
and to link children and 
families to services they 
may need both immediate-
ly and in the future. 

  

4th Annual Steve Tackett 

Memorial Softball Tournament 

Steve Tackett, former Perry County & Commonwealth Attorney, is 
one of the original founding members of the Kentucky River Child 
Advocacy Center - Care Cottage. Mr. Tackett and Anne Gilbert saw a 
need in our community that was not being met, so they, with the 
help of a few others, researched what could be done. They envi-
sioned the Care Cottage and saw it come to fruition from the begin-
ning of the planning stage to the opening in May 2000.  
 
One way in which we honor the memory of Steve Tackett is the an-
nual fundraiser we hold to raise the funds needed to continue to 
serve the children of the Kentucky River District to our best ability. 
  
We at the Care Cottage would like to extend a HUGE “Thank you” to 
all those that make this continuing fundraiser a possibility. 
  
Banner Donated by: Martin Signs 
T-Shirts Completed by:  Game On KY  

 
Volunteer Softball Officials: 
Chris Slone & Sharla Stacy 
 
Sponsorships: 
1st Base: $100– Peoples  Bank and Trust Company 
 
 3rd Base: $200– Heather Combs in Memory of Karen Tevis 
 
Home Run: $250– Chris Gooch, Perry Distributors, Inc., 
 
Grand Slam: $500– Perry County Community Foundation, Sykes 
 
Teams: 
Power Outage, The Dream Team, Hazard Hitters, & The All-Stars 



  

  

1-877-597-2331 

Kentucky River Child Advocacy Center  

Each year CAC Kentucky recognizes the extraordi-
nary efforts of its Legendary Partners. This event is 
usually held in the Capital Rotunda, but was present-
ed just a bit different this year, due to COVID. Each 
of the Kentucky’s 15 Children’s Advocacy Centers 
(CACs) nominated individuals who demonstrated 
commitments to serving children impacted by abuse. 
This year, the Care Cottage nominated our physician, 
Dr. Robin Whitaker. Dr. Whitaker began working 
with children of abuse at the Care Cottage in 2018 
after the retirement of Dr. Ronald Collier from the 
Care Cottage in 2017.  Dr. Whitaker has demonstrat-
ed her commitment to the children of this area by 
utilizing her skills at both the Care Cottage and her 
Women’s practice at Quantum Healthcare. She goes 
above and beyond to ensure that exams are sched-
uled and completed in a timely manner.  

CACs Recognize Legendary Partners 



What We Do….. 
At the Children’s Advocacy Center, we strive to meet the unique needs of every child and pro-
vide support through compassionate, individualized care.  The Center offers comprehensive ser-
vices to the family as a whole to promote healing and prevent  future harm. The path to hope 
and healing starts here. 

 

Care Cottage 
465 Cedar St. 
Hazard, KY 41701 
 
Phone: 606-487-9173 
Fax: 606-487-9171 
E-mail: 
admin@carecottage.org 
Website: 
www.carecottage.org 

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE 
What is Stewards of Children? 

Stewards of Children
®
 is a prevention training that teaches adults how to 

prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. The  

program is designed for organizations that serve youth and for individuals 

concerned about the safety of children. It is the only nationally distributed, 

evidence-informed program proven to increase knowledge, improve  

attitudes, and change child protective behaviors. 

 

This training is listed on the  

Kentucky Department of Education’s Professional Learning Bulletin Board 

 

Schedule an Event! 

For more information, please contact Victo-

ria Halcomb, Victim’s Advocate at Victo-

ria@carecottage.org  

or (606) 487-9173. 

Funding Provided In Part By: 

In August the Care Cottage welcomed its newest staff member, Brandi Noplis. 

Brandi is a graduate of Hazard Community and Technical College with her  As-

sociates of Arts in Education. Brandi is currently attending EKU where she is 

working towards her Bachelors degree in General Studies. During her tenure at 

EKU, Brandi assisted in a monetary fundraiser for the local Women’s Center for 

women who are victims of sexual assault. Brandi has experience in working 

with children in her practicum placements with Madison and Perry County 

school districts. We look forward to what Brandi will do at her time at the Care 

Cottage.  

Victim Advocate Assistant 


